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ADMIRAL STANSFIELD TURNER: ...free men In free socleties
ltke ours, where you tolerate differing oplnlions, dissension,
varylng Ideas, as you point out, In my view are much likely to
produce good research, good analysis of Intelligence information
than you are In dictatorlal countries, where you're sometimes
afrald to express a view contrary to those of your superiors.

So | think we are ahead In many of these areas.

The lady In the center of there. The lady with the
glasses on.

Q: I'm not a tady, but I'!| be glad to ask...

[Laughter]

ADMIRAL TURNER: | thought the lady next to you ralsed
her hand.

[Laughter]

Q: 1'm a Purdue student from Lafayette here, and |'m

honored fto hear your lecture tonight, Secretary Turner.

I would llke to ask you a question concerning the public
opinion of the CIA. Do you fee! that the CIA [unintelligible],
since [unintel!ligible] our socletlies seems to be motivated toward
a youthfu! soclety, do you think that we will -- that you can
continue to win the trust of the American people over the way
you're operating the CIA at this time?

ADMIRAL TURNER: | don't I'd be here 1f | didn't. |
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think that's one of the reasons I'm here. And if | belleve any-
thing about my responsibitities In +his post, it's to continue

to bring Into the intelligence communlty, and particularly to

the Central Intellligence Agency, top-quality young people, and

to give them an opportunity such that they will stay In the organi-
zatlon. It has, | belleve, as fine a group of men and women today
as any organ, any agency of your government. A lot of that de-
rives from days in the past when It was much more popular to be

in the CIA, when 1t had a more unfversally accepted reputation.

And we will be very, very hard pressed in this country
If we cannot attract Into and keep Into this agency the same
type of high-quality people.

And I'm very encouraged by the recrulting we have on
college campuses, al! of which Is done openly, incldentally.

[Laughter]

We go to 130 campuses a year. And If anybody would !lke
the recrulter's number -- and we're getting lots of applications
for every opening that we have, and | think that's Just funda-
mental! to us.

And let me digress for a moment. We found |t necessary
a short while ago to reduce the size of the agency because we

found there was sti!! overhead left over from Vietnam. We had
too many people doing too {ittle work. So we sald we'll elim-
fnate over the next two years 820 openings. But | Insisted that

In the process of selecting the people who must leave we not
select 820, we select 820 plus the necessary new blood that must
come in every year if you're golng to have a contlinuing flow of
people through the organization at a!l grades. | think that's
Just critical. Because there's a tendency when an organizatlion
Is declining In slze, as the CIA has been for a number of years,
to hang on fo al! your good people -- and most of them are good
people. You know them and you !lke them and you're lIndebted to
them.

So we've had to blte a very unpleasant bullet by releasling
even more than was necessary for the cutdown In order to be sure
that we had the promotion opportunities from the bottom to the
top.

Q: [tnaudible]
ADMIRAL TURNER: To begin with, I'm not famillar with atl

the detalls of that era, but | would be Inclined to deny your pre-
mlise. I doubt that that was done, and we don't do 1+ now.

Q: C[lnaudible]
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ADMIRAL TURNER: | thought you sald the CIA was doing
thls. Now you're tatkling about the Soviets doing It.

Q: [lnaudible]

ADMIRAL TURNER: A CI!A specialist on the Soviet Bloc
has been doing this. You're atleging that but | don't think

you're proving It to me. But | don't have the facts to refute
It, but It doesn't sound like anything I've heard when ['ve
read what | have read.

We have very, very limited covert operations today, and
all those that we have are specifically authorized by the Presi-

dent and wel!l -- | mean and the Congress, as well as [unintel!li~-
glibtel].

Q: Admiral Turner, |'m Marjorie McBain. I Yive In
this communlty. | have a question | should llke to ask you

Inspired by some Information from a group called Po!ltica! Rights
Defense Fund. This group pleads the cause of the Soclalist
Workers Party, which has been spied upon for 40 years by the FBI.

Now, | know you are the ClA, but It's very hard to make
a distinction between the two agencies now. And since you are In
a sort of an overal! position, | feel! free ask you what your
oplnlon 1s in regard to this matter.

This party has a membership of about 2500 people. They
have been harassed, thelr offices have been burglarized regutlarly.
And as a result of this contlinued Itlegal action against them,
they have filed sult against the government, the federal govern-
ment. The government, at this time, refuses to come to any agree-
ment or any type of decislon In regard to this suit. The Soclallst
WorkersliParty 1s asking for the Identity of {8 members of thelr
own group who are In fact Informants. The government has about
1300 Informants and i1t has defended its position by saying that
It cannot afford to release the names of Its Informants, because
it will thereby Imperi! Its capaclity to act. However, these |8
Informants do exlist within the party, and the government wil!l not
release thelr names.

The claim Is, of the Soclallist Workers Party, that their

actlions are not In any way Illegal. Over the 40-year perlod,
Is that the government Is opposed to them because of thelr political
directlon, not because of anything 1llegatl.

How would you exptalin this?

they have never been found to do anything fltegal. Thelir complaint

|
[Laughter]

|

ADMIRAL TURNER: I'd qulck run out and try to find the
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Atftorney General, who runs the FBI.
[Laughter]

ADMIRAL TURNER: | wish | could explain this for you.
I know absolutely nothing of the facts of the case, If they are
facts which you have adduced here.

But | can assure, from what | know of the procedures
for FBI activities, anything resembling what you're talking about,
they are under the same kind of controls that I've been talking
about with respect to the Intelligence community.

Therefore, I'm shocked at what you say Is In fact going
on. And I'll make a promise to you to mention 1t to the Attorney
General very shortly.

Q: [lnaudible]

ADMIRAL TURNER: No. Because at thils point there are
no Communlst ministers in that government. There Is no question
that If Communists come Into the governing bodlies of any of our
NATO allles, we have a security problem. And how It would be
handled, | don't know. But as a former NATO commander, | did
worry about thils situation.

You know, |'m not taking a polltical position with
respect to how the Itallans should govern their country. That's
thelr business. But |, as a NATO commander, had a problem of
saylng what do | do with this Information If It iIs golng to go
to a Communist minister?

Q: [lnaudibte]

ADMIRAL TURNER: Wel!, 1f | understand your question, |
don't see evidence of the Itallan government, under any kind of
Influence from 1ts Communist wing, or Communist Party, taking
positions that are Inimical to the American Interest or the obtl-
gations of Italy under the NATO alllance. There's a great debate
as to what would happen if the Communists did come in and we had
what they call a Eurocommunlism government.

And again, I'm not taking a position on whether that's
good, bad, or indlfferent. All |'m saying Is that my experience
In the past has been the Communists act like chameleons.

Q: [lnaudible]

ADMIRAL TURNER: Can you hear In the back? The question
I's concerning the Impact on our relatlonships with other intel!l-
gence agencles In other countries of the greater public scrutiny
and the, sometimes, disclosures of our Intelllgence information In
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thls country.

Let me say that when we have a major disclosure of Intelll-
gence Information, unauthorized, It does us severe damage around
the world. It does diminish the confidence of other Intellligence
agencles In dealing with us. But also, more than that, In the
spying business around the world we have lots of friends who work
with us. None of them want thelr names to appear In The New York
Times tomorrow morning, and many of their llves are at stake. Many
of them are patrliots to us, are dolng things on our behalf at
great risk fto themselves.

And therefore, thls tendency to feel that It+'s all right
for every citlzen to automatically declassify anything he finds
that Is classifled can be very, very dangerous to our country.

I believe that at thls time we are restoring that confli-
dence, and | am working In two directions to do It. One l've been
mentioning to you tonight, and that's the greater openness, the
declassiflcation of as much Information as can be declassifled.
That's to help security, as well as to share information. Because
If you have too much Information classifled, nobody pays any atten-
tlon to 1t; they don't respect iIt. So, by narrowing the corpus of
classifled information, | hope to generate respect and better treat-
ment for that which Is left.

But secondly, !'m working very hard and taking even
Draconlian measures fto tighten the noose around our security pro-
cedures for the very sensitive Information, particularly the
Information about how we get our Information. It could easily be
cut off If other people know 1+. And we're doing things like
reducing the number of people who are allowed to have this infor-
mation.

I recently went out to the West Coast and Inspected some
Industrial faclllitles and found thelir security procedures were
remiss. So | blatantly threatened them that we could take away
thelr securlty clearances, put them temporarlly out of business
If they don't get these stralightened out. And | doubled the
security force to go out and do those Inspectlons.

We've got to tighten up where it's proper. We've got to
release as much as we can at the same time. And | believe they're
compatlible operatlions.

Q: My name Is [uninteltigible] and I'm a student. [Unin-
telligible] ask three questions.

First of al!, do you belleve that there's a good possi-
bitity that there are current CIlA agents or operatives that were
Involved in the Kennedy assassination? The first one.
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Secondly, I'd llke to =-- If you can maybe enllighten us
about our Intelligence operatlions In South Africa?

And thirdly, after obtalining this new post, how has this
affected your life with ofher peoptle?

[Laughter]

ADMIRAL TURNER: ...answer your other questions very
quickly, the flrst two very quickly.

The first one's no, no evidence, to my knowldge; and
we've done a fthorough search of our flles on any connection
between the CIA and John F. Kennedy's death.

Two, no, | won't discuss our intellligence operations in
South Africa.

And three, | really should call! my wife up to the platform
to tell you how my life has changed.

[Laughter]

My !ife has changed slince February, when | was called back

from italy by the President, In very exciting ways.

For those of you who are college students and looking to
your profession, let me say In great sincerity that | recommend
you glve some thought to serving In your government, not neces-
sarily In Infelligence, not necessarily In the military, which
have been my experiences, and not necessarlily permanently, but at
some polnt In your tife. Come down now as a summer Intern In the
ClA. Or when you get out of colliege, try the government for a
little bit, and come back and do something else.

It's excliting, It's vital, and If's Important. And in
answer fto your speciflc questlon, l've enjoyed 30-some years of
It In the Navy, and being catapulted from that fo this very deman-
ding, very challenging assignment has been just most exciting to
me. Because having our principal declision-makers well Informed,
be It the President, congressional! leaders, the Secretary of
Defense, the military commanders in the fleld, the ambassadors
on thelr posts, Is very critical to not only your future and mine
and our country's, but the tremendous contrlibution that we can
play for good In thils wortd. And t find It exciting to be a part
of that, and | hope that |'ve shared some of that excltement and
some of that sense of verve and Importance that we all fee! in
the Intellligence community, and which | assure you is felt through-
out the governmenta! apparatus. And | commend It fo you as a con-
tribution to your country, a contribution which you owe to your
country, because [t glves us al! so much. But more than that,
you'!l tove It and you'!l!l find It excliting, and 1f you try It,
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1t*1t be Iike | found 1t. You may not be able to kick the habit.
Thank you.
CApplause]
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